Basic Grammar and Guide to the 
Temiar Language 

Linguistic Structure 

Temiar is related to other languages spoken by the 
hiU tribal aboriginal peoples of the Malay peninsula, south- 
ern Thailand and the Burma-Thai border regions. The 
language appears to be distantly related to Old Mon, but it 
has also borrowed from many other languages, especially 
Malay. The language is essentially agglutinative in its 
grammatical structure. Consequently, basic root words have 
their meanings altered and enhanced by means of prefixes 
and suffixes to produce more complex nuances of meaning. 
Unlike Malay, root words can also be split with the inclusion 
of an infix between the two parts of the divided root word. 
As more complex word forms are constructed, it thus be- 
comes essential to identify the root as well as the added 
meanings imparted by prefixes, suffixes and infixes. For 
most words, their location in this dictionary is determined 
by the root rather than by the prefix. 

. Pron unciation 

Temiar is spoken rhythmically with little stress on 
individual words. The pronunciation of individual words, 
however, does involve some stress on syllables. In words of 
two or more syUables, the stress usually falls on the penul- 
timate syllable or equally on the last two syllables. Often 
the stress depends on context and the rhythmical and 
melodious pattern of speech. 

Like most languages, Temiar has more vowel sounds 
than there are characters for vowels in the alphabet. Many 
Temiar words utilize the glottal stop and some sounds are 
nazalized. Temiar does not utilize the sounds normally asso- 
ciated with the letters F, V, Q, X and Z. The orthography 
used for Temiar is essentially the same sls that adopted by 
the Malaysian Government for the spelling of Bahasa Melayu 
(Malay), Because one vowel symbol can represent multiple 
vowel sounds, non-Temiar speakers will not be able to know 
how to pronounce unknown words. Therefore, a pronuncia- 
tion guide has been included for Temiar words. Because 
there are some variations in pronunciation between those 
Temiar living in the states of Perak and Kelantan, as well as 
some different vocabulary, these differences, if significant, 
are indicated by the abbreviations (Pk.) and (Kn.). 

The following system of orthography is used for the 
spelling of Temiar words and special vowel symbols are used 
in the pronunciation guide enclosed in parentheses after 



each listed Temiar word in the Temiar-English section of tlie 
dictionary. 



Letter 


Pronuncia- 


Sound in English 


Sound in TernL 




tion Symbol 






Vowels 








a 


a 


father 


abat 


e 


e 


cup, ago, son 


reb, pegh 


e 


e 


get 


des, amek 


e 


e 


fur, burn 


babe, kebe 


i 


i 


police, wheat 


gagid, pitak 


i 


i 


sit, bill 


kawin, janik 


o 


o 


go, fold 


bo, nalo 


o 


6 


lost, law, cross 


dot, sop 


u 


u 


rude, pool 


balu, jural 


u 


u 


pull, bopic 


lukh, besut 


ai 


ai 


aisle, bite 


menair, air 


au 


au 


now, count 


gau, karau 


ei 


ei 


rate, page 


deik, peij 


oi 


oi 


moist, oil 


poit, ensoi 


eu 


CD 


peu (in French) 


P§Jr^J» ?i4P^ tleu 


Consonants 






b 




ball, baby 


belun, bese 


c 




chase, each 


cuus, acag 


d 




dirt, done 


dada, dep 


g 




good, gone 


galag, gegu 


h 




hat, help 


hamoh, hei 


J 




jump, just 


jag, jamu 


k 




can, keep 


kel, kep 


final k 


t 


glottal stop 


cuk, herak 


1 


t 


internal glottal stop 


ne'pok, te^noh 


kh 


k, X 


ach (in German) 


batakh 


1 




laugh, leap 


layeg, loi 


m 




mother, my, mile 


mad, mamoi 


n 




never, nothing 


nalo, neh 


ng 


ng 


sing, long 


ngau, ren^ka 


ny 


ny 


fvyet (in Russian) 


nyoh, tinyau 


P 




pet, past 


pag, pedik 


r 




rest, ripe 


re'ri, ranok 


rr 


rr 


(rolled r) 


baworr 


sy 


sh 


she, wish 


syabat, syut 


s 




sister, sail, cistern 


sabo, sapal 


t 




tall, tight 


telui, tik 


w 




wait, will 


waab, was 


y 




you, yes 


yap, yeik 


other . 


symbols 







nasalize preceding vowel 
alternate spelling or word 
extended vowel (usually stressed) 
syllable division 
nazalized vowel 
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